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Reconsideration of the notion of professionalism
in public health nursing within
the Integrated Community Care System in Japan
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This study aimed to reconsider the notion of professionalism in public health nursing within
the framework of the Integrated Community Care. Aging of the population has proceeded rapidly in
Japan. In 2013, the proportion of people aged 65 years or over has reached 25%, which is the highest
rate in Asia. In order to overcome the issues associated with the aging society, Japanese government
has implemented the Integrated Community Care System. Under this system, the roles of the public
health nurses are expected to increase over time. The study found that there was no difference between
the role of public health nurses between rural and urban areas, especially with respect to an effective
utilisation of human resources and land-specific industry. In both areas, public health nurses were
organising resources and played the central role. However, there was a lack of knowledge and skills
among these nurses to operate as a public health specialist. Therefore, I suggest that there is a great
need of building a curriculum within a university that combines this need with the future education of

public health nurse.



