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A Study of Promoting Policy of Ministry of Communication
on Distribution Line in Tohoku Region in 1930’s Japan

PRI ST

This paper aims to study on the Promoting Policy of Ministry of Communication on Distribution Line in
Tohoku Region in 1930°s Japan. The distribution line had played an important role to electrify rural areas. But
electric power company often charged the villages for extending the distribution line, which cost a great deal. So in
the 1920s, rural electrification had not progressed much.

But after 1930’s agricultural Depression, the situation had been changed. Especially, in the Tohoku region,
the peasants and villages were hugely damaged by the cold climate. So, the Ministry of Communication and
Ministry of Agricultural and Forest had executed the promoting policy on Distribution Line in Tohoku Region from
1935 to 1938. The objective of this policy was to extend the distribution line to the co-operative
factories(KyodoSagyojyo).

This policy was origin of Rural electrification policies in Japan. Not only that, it had become a trigger for
the changing of the policy in the Ministry of Communication. In 1920s Japanese electric policy had put emphasis
on the private company. But after Promoting Policy on Distribution line, the Ministry of Communication had started
to intervene in the electric business.

This transition of the electric policy was also the result of the changing in personal. For example, Owada
Teiji, who was the Reform Bureaucrat had assumed the director of the electric office in the Ministry of
Communication. He was one of the bureaucrat who wanted to promoted electric nationalization. Because he thought
that rural electrification could have been promoted well by the national electric power company. Not only that, Mori
Hide who was the technician had begun to play an important role in promoting a policy of distribution line and
Rural electrification.

In conclusion, the Promoting Policy on Distribution Line was the first rural electrification of prewar Japan.

Not only that, it had been watershed in the policy of the Ministry of Communication.
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