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Yoseba, East Asia, and Oppressed shutai (subject) :
Examining Texts of Kyoichi Yamaoka on the Eve of Establishing The National Council of Workers” Unions of

Japan
KHE #

This paper aims to deal with documents written by Kyoichi Yamaoka (1940-1986), one of the leading
activists in Yoseba (street day laborer market) in the 1980s, in which Yamaoka focused on the policies regarding
day laborers’ movement and class struggles, and the formation of subjectivity in Yoseba around 1980-81. In Yoseba
labor movement, day laborers were defined as Ryudo-teki Kaso-roudosha (unstable underclass laborers) in the texts
of Shuji Funamoto (1945-1975), a representative activist in Yoseba class struggle and the revolutionary movement
of the 1970s. The labor formation of day laborers’ market in Yoseba has been characterized as a racialized structure
based on the historical trajectory of the construction industry in Japan, especially the multilayered subcontracting
system of the labor market determined by Japan’s imperialism, colonialism in the pre-and during war time, and the
postcolonial situation after the Asia-Pacific war. The conventional discourse of the revolutionary movement in
Yoseba emphasized that the liberation for the day laborers would be realized only through the solidarity between
formerly colonized ethnic minorities such as Koreans, Okinawans, indigenous Ainu and Buraku, and the Japanese
as former colonizers. In terms of the subjectivity of day laborers, although the discourse was clear for activists of
the 1970s such as Funamoto, the occurrence of a change in Yoseba in the late 1970s and the early 1980 became
obvious. After the end of economic growth in the mid1970s, the population of day laborers in Yoseba hollowed out
and were instead peripheralized and dotted as temporary workers those who did not necessarily concentrate in
Yoseba. It meant that the place where the possibility of a revolutionary movement, shouldered by formerly colonized
or stigmatized victims, dissolved. It is the change that Yamaoka had to struggle with and faced the theoretical and
practical question of how to organize identity of subjectivity of Yoseba day laborers under the situation of
hollowing-out of the place. This paper demonstrates Yamaoka’s struggles to organize the Yoseba labor and the
revolutionary movement in crisis by referring to the epistemological and theoretical apparatus of Naoki Sakai of
shutai, and tries to articulate the political conditions on the eve of establishing The National Council of Workers’

Unions of Japan as a breakthrough moment in the Yoseba movement in the early 1980s.
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Labor dispute with Yamamura Construction Company, Jeju Uprising in April 3rd
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