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The Union of the Object and the Subject:
Passions toward the Other Side in Koujin by Natsume Souseki

RO

Natsume Soseki was well-known as a novelist who was good at presenting ordinary Japanese people’s lives in a real-
istic way. What made Natsume Soseki’s novels so attractive was his narrative technique and his use of accumulated knowl-
edge to create a new realm for narrative. In his mid-to-late novels, the adaption of the traditions became a basis point for
him to criticize modern Japan. It can be understood as his attempt to broaden the boundaries of modern realistic narrative.
There are memories of the lost pre-modern space of meaning and his hope for the Japanese nation in the coming future in
his literary space. The resonance of these two sentiments brought various interpretations to his novels.

This paper focuses on the metaphorical relationships between the protagonist Ichiro and the female characters in
Natsume Soseki’s Koujin, to explore the mechanisms of the symbolic repressions in the protagonist’s family and the so-
ciety. Furthermore, it proposes to discuss the symbolism of the non-modern ideology, which tries to exclude Ichiro and
the modern civilization he represents by defining him as mentally disordered. As is hinted in the final chapter by the Zen
ideology, the non-modern ideology, an opponent of modern rationalism, is a set of thoughts designed for the unification
of the subject and the object. Eventually, this paper plans to investigate how this ideology leads to understanding Soseki’s

awareness of the modern world.
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