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'The Creation of the Image of "Prostitutes in Manchuria"
in the Literature of Tsutomu Mizukami’s Works:
From "Karayuki-san" to Korean "prostitutes"

W W

This paper will focus on the image of "Prostitutes in Manchuria" that emerged in Tsutomu Mizukami’s Manchuria
related works from the 1970s to the 1980s. With the spread of the Empire of Japan’s colonial rule, this group of women
who lived in a low-class society, had to move from Japan to Manchuria, where they also had no choice but to make a living
with their own bodies. Although the realistic image of "Prostitutes in Manchuria" is difficult to be recorded in off-icial
records, the Manchuria related works of Mizukami’s literature are a series of novels that can restore the reality of these
women.

The Licensed Prostitution, a systematic exploitation that surrounds prostitutes, depicted in Mizukami’s literature of
the 1960s, as well as the structurally sexual exploitation of women as physical tools, was reinforced during the war. Wheth-
er it was a Japanese prostitute who had been going to Manchuria and transformed herself into "Karayuki-san", or a Korean
prostitute who was the predecessor of "comfort woman", the essence carries sexual comfort of the war.

Then, from Mizukami’s works since the 1970s, this image caught between the double fetters of class and sex. Particular
in The Moon of Shenyang, the image of the Korean prostitute bound by the triple fetters of class/sex/ethnicity is brought
to light. Therefore, it can be said that The Moon of Shenyang is the work that sums up Mizukami’s "realistic experience of
Manchuria". The "Prostitutes in Manchuria" fictionalized by Mizukami’s own creative consciousness, is the crystallization
of his questioning of the essence of Manchuria.

However, we should not only evaluate this novel in a positive way. In The Moon of Shenyang, the prostitute was
lyrically formed as the narrators' mother. While the narrators sympathize with prostitutes, they’re also the males who buy
their bodies, and the prostitute never escapes the gaze of the male dominant. It’s because there is a major problem: the nar-
rators of the female prostitute are absent. In other words, the male narrators of Mizukami’s Manchuria related works don’t
recognize the prostitute in Manchuria as an entity with her own personality, but instead use her in a way that suits the

convenience of men.
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