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Improvisation "Manzai Workshop" by Multinational Students, Entertainers and Teachers:
Attempt to Create a Unique Message in "Media Japanese" Class

wAR Eh-BR 2

This paper provides an overview of the "Manzai Workshop" featuring improvisational creative activities conducted in
an online class entitled "Media Japanese: Media and Messages" in the fall semester of 2020, along with an analysis of the
learning acquisition on the part of the participants. This workshop was situated to provide unique learning opportunities
befitting the global transition to a knowledge-based society in this century and in response to the shift to online education
during the COVID-19 crisis.

Japanese nationals and advanced-Japanese-level international students taking the "Media and Message" class, got
involved in something called the “Manzai Workshop” held as part of the course. Students worked in pairs and learned how
to create manzai, two-person stand-up comedy, routines in Japanese, along with multiple other languages. The workshop
was conducted by both a professional manzai entertainer, as guest lecturer, and the instructor in charge of the class. Three
collaborating guest entertainers assisted. An analysis of student comments about the workshop revealed that (1) the work-
shop changed their attitude toward manzai, as just "watching" is different than "creating and sharing" vis-a-vis learner
satisfaction level, and (2) students experienced the joy of original multilingual manzai, which could be associated with the
benefits of creative learning.

In conclusion, while the “Manzai Workshop” was a challenge online, it turned out to be a positive, creative opportu-
nity for students. They were able to broaden their horizons and learn, experientially, about manzai, a cultural staple of Japa-

nese humor.
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A: Do you have the time?
B: No, I have no time for youl!
A: Do you have the time?
B: You are so persistent, Go away!
A5V |
AB: Thank you.

CEGh 2 (F LF— XD
A: Don’t you want to eat pizza?
B: That's great~~~ Let’s have a home party this weekend!
A: That sounds nice! I'll bring 7 > ¥ — X,
B: You only have one piece!? We will not be full from just one piece.
A: But... I don’'t have so many 7 > ¥ — A ...
B: Then I'll buy it.
A: You will buy me a 7 > ¥ — Z1? That’s so nice of you! I want a beautiful one!
B: A beautiful one!? What are you talking about!?

AB: Thank you very much~~~

(HEMm3 (L THAAD)
A: Hey, do you know the & L 9" % that Japanese girls use?
B: Of course! It's T M HS AN > 72, W0, Y AW, and umm- - L %9

A: No! that's the word that a congressman gets in trouble!

TERN 1 2R BB EAZ EELORETRECZII a2 r—y gy -Frv vy B X XICHD LS
TVBAFEM 11, time” DR D'the’ DH 575 L TERNED D . ZNEZHLIEZWHT L ORFE T, "the”
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mld HRW SEEZHENNICIEA . a3 a2 —Yy gy L BRICHENEC 25 mZ 5 £ Bt
T TW5,

FER3E REZETISHDONE HAFETOAVWEEIZLITEZ T HOLEOM S FEZY
TEHBHHET. AT BBAZ CBAOMBETYATICE WD FF bR T M %% T,
AN SIAH T ANBIEMTH %,

SEMEL . SHERPLOFHBO 1 DICERZY T REDB I L LEBVENRTNE X ZIC
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7zo
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