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Survey on Reasons behind Chinese Students' Choice to Attend
Doctoral Programs on a Japanese Government Scholarship

for the 2021 Academic Year
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Abstract

Every year, 110 Chinese students intended to enter doctoral programs offered at Japanese universities
as Japanese Government-sponsored foreign students come to Japan after completing their Japanese lan-
guage preparatory education. This paper surveyed students in the 2021 academic year regarding why they
chose to study in Japan and the process of doing so. Questionnaire items included: 1) methods for obtaining
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) scholarship information and
reasons for studying in Japan; 2) concerns at the time of deciding to study abroad; 3) benefits of the scholar-
ship program; and 4) their university of choice and communication with advisors.

The paper found that most respondents obtained information through various sources, including previ-
ous scholarship recipients and the CSC website. Reasons for studying in Japan included that Japanese uni-
versities offered advanced international research opportunities in students’ field of study; a desire to study
under a specific lecturer; interest in Japanese culture; and geographic proximity. Concerns were largely
influenced by COVID-19, and revolved around students’ ability to acquire the Japanese language and/or
doctorate degrees during the scholarship period. Benefits included not requiring a letter of consent from the
university during application, a long scholarship length, the opportunity to meet other students also aspired
to study in Japan before going to Japan, and the chance to study Japanese for a year before entering the
program. Information collection was found to be generally smooth, but contact with supervising lecturers
varied.

The paper established that a key to relieving anxieties associated with studying abroad is to communi-
cate in advance with the selected university’s laboratories and supervising lecturers. Online research dis-
cussions have also become more widespread post-COVID-19. In the future, more ways to conduct Japanese
language education at preparatory schools should be found — especially in collaboration with the laborato-

ries and instructors of the universities where students plan to study.
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