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and the Creation of American Nation’s Puritan Image
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Summary

National monuments and commemorations symbolize the fundamental cause of a nation state, and they teach an image
of what the state is and how the people are supposed to live in it as nation. The nation makes efforts to construct its image based on
their created national traditions and identity. The United States had to create their identity in their rapidly changing social process
and with few historical materials. When they needed to transform their national identity adjusting to emancipation of slavery, it was
necessary to construct a new image of the United States. In that context the colonial origin of America should never be Jamestown,
Virginia, because the colony had been in the first stage, like a boomtown, formed by a lot of profit seeking single men. On the other
hand, Pilgrims in Plymouth could symbolize American colonists with serious faith, good family and active pioneering. Their origin
would guarantee American development and individualism with ability to contract and cooperate. President Lincoln contributed a
great deal to construct the national memory of colonial origin and history since then after self-made man model. Thus, Thanks
Giving holiday and Plymouth Rock tell the whole American nation that America is a land of free and there live the people of
hardworking and love.
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