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Issue of Historiography of the “Sunagawa Struggle”:
From Shinichi Takahashi’s experiences of “Sunagawa Problems™
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Summary

The Sunagawa Struggle (1955-1976) was the farmers movement against the US military base in Tachikawa, the western
part of Tokyo. Sunagawa was Japan’s mulberry town known for its high-quality sericulture farming, and for this reason the village
was nicknamed ‘Mulberry Town’. Therefore, the leader of the movement was Ichigoro Aoki, a well-known sericulture farmer.
However, dozens of supporters such as radical union men, students and the intellect of the age gathered there. In this article, | mainly
focus on one of the intellect Shinichi Takahashi’s experiences of the Sunagawa Struggle in 1955 and 1956. Shinichi Takahashi (1913-
1985) was a Japanese historian and an educator. He was a pioneer in developing and popularizing the education of history in the post-
war era. He first visited Sunagawa on September 1955 as a special correspondent and faced many ‘Sunagawa-Problems’ in addition
to the expanding US military base. Based on his reports, articles and critical essays, this paper traces the problems of the Sunagawa
Struggle.
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