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Summary

This paper discusses the process of the nationalization of the electric companies in Japan in 1930’s, especially
focusing on the discourse of OWADA Teiji who was the bureaucrat of the ministry of communications. OWADA had
been the chief of the local commission in Nagoya city between 1934 and 1936 before he led the nationalization as a
director of the Electricity Board. In his term in Nagoya, the most important agenda was to mediate the conflict between
Chubu Electric Power (CO.) and Yahagi Water Power (CO.) in regard to the rights of the electric supply to Toyota
Motor (CO.). This conflict was related to “the monopoly area of electric supply”, which had been ruled by the 1931
Revised Electricity Business Act. OWADA and the presidents had several negotiations to decide which company should
supply electricity to Toyota Motor (CO.) In the end, the negotiations broke down. As a result, OWADA entertained a
doubt to the Revised Electricity Act which presupposed the policy that the electricity should have been supplied by
the private company, not the national or public companies This doubt led OWADA to make up his mind to execute the
nationalization of the electric companies.
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