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Summary

This paper aims to reveal the <on-site-ness> of war memories in Shun Medoruma’s short story, “Mabuigumi.”
It claims that the story represents spatial communality between human and nonhuman, rather than the stereotypical
model of anthropocentristic communality based on autonomous subjectivity. It also discusses how the narrative holds
care-related communality, which occurs between a vulnerable body and the care it needs.

In the 1% chapter, I discuss how the <on-site-ness> of this novel creates the spatial communality between
the protagonist Uta, an Okinawan woman surviving the battle of Okinawa in 1945, and “the environmental things”
surrounding Uta which makes their boundary become obscured when the war memories struck her on the beach. In
the 2™ chapter, I consider the spatial performativity of Uta, who remembers and interprets nonhuman characters. In
the 3 chapter, I focus on the “co-interpretation,” in which Uta and nonhuman simultaneously occur to the extent that
they create ontological communality often referred as “co-participation.” In the 4" chapter, I suggest the story of the
<on-site-ness> needs a vulnerable body as its condition to be told. In the final chapter, I indicate that “Mabuigumi”
represents the <on-site-ness> of war memories, as involving numerous beings, which would not intersect with each
other under the normative system of discourse, through the discussion on two kinds of “indigestion” in this novel: food-
related indigestion and traumatic-memory indigestion.
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