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Contrary to this dominant view, I
attempt to highlight historical conver-
gences in the characteristics of these two
wartime regimes, with special attention
to their treatments of and discourses on
colonial and racialized subjects. I hope
to make it clear that the racial common
sense of the majority populations in
both wartime nations began to shift in
roughly ways. (Fujitani
2011:8)

“comparable”
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The wartime shift toward inclusionary
practices entailed a complex recali-
bration of strategies for managing

racialized minority and colonial sub-

jects that may be understood as a tran-
sition from what I will call “vulgar” to
“polite” racism. The former was more
exclusionary, particularistic, inhumane,
naturalistic in its understanding of dif-
ference, antihistoricist in its denial of
the possibility of assimilation (that is,
the racialized were outside of history),
relatively unconcerned about the health
and well-being of marginalized peoples
(except insofar as diseases among
the abjected had to be controlled to
prevent their spread to the racialized
core population), and collectivist and
ascriptive in racializing groups of
individuals without recognizing, or with
minimum concern about constituting,
individual subjects. In contrast, the
latter racism was inclusionary, more but
not exclusively universalist, humane,
relativist and more culturalist in its
understanding of difference, historicist
in its affirmation of the possibility of
assimilation (that is, the racialized were
inside history, but lagging or culturally
pathological), at least minimally con-
cerned about fostering the health and
well-being of marginalized peoples, and
collectivist like vulgar racism in racial-
izing subpopulations, but different in
its close attention to the systematic
subjectification of individuals making
up the aggregated population sets. On
the last point, I mean that the strategy
shifted from treating these populations
as simply objects of rule, without sig-
nificant interiority, to attempting to

constitute them as self-reflexive and
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knowledgeable subjects who would par-
ticipate at least to some extent in their

own regulation. (Fujitani 2011: 25)
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Yet there was another factor leading
to America’s disavowal of vulgar racism
and turn to its more polite form that
Foucault's general framework for bio-
politics and than a to politics does not
allow us to see. The questions of who
should live and who should die, of who
should count (or more precisely, be
counted) so as to receive the material and
spiritual benefits of liberal democracy
and the nation, including the right to die
as soldiers. (Fujiani 2011: 82)
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