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Summary

Following the outbreak of mass demonstrations against the new extradition plan in June, Hong Kong in
2019 witnessed a series of anti-government protests that gave birth to numerous protest symbols. From slogans such
as “Five Demands, Not One Less” and “Liberate Hong Kong, Revolution of Our Time” to illustrations depicting
various scenes from the protest movement, the circulation of these symbols on the internet or on “Lennon Walls” across
the city constituted an important movement strategy known as “man-syun,” or literally “propaganda of words.” This
propaganda, however, seems to have served less to communicate the movement’s causes to outsiders than to consolidate
the internal alliance of demonstrators and their supporters by commemorating and condensing its impressive moments.
'Through the analysis of various symbols from different stages of the movement, this paper aims to illustrate their roles
in mobilizing protesters and forming a de-centered network in this unique “activism without leaders.” Also, by critically
engaging with recent anthropological studies on affect and the agency of things that tend to associate symbols merely
with the linguistic turn they claim to have overcome, this paper aims to shed a new light on the affective agency of
symbols in the formation of political assemblages.
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