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Summary

Vietnam’s first women’s magazine, “Women’s Bell” (February-July 1918), appeared during the French colonial
period. Henri Blaquiére was its founder, while Tran Van Chim, a Vietnamese, was the actual person in charge. The mag-
azine hoped to promote the colonial government’s policy of educating girls. Although it contained articles praising the
government’s education policy, it had strong elements of nationalism.

'This study examines the portrayal of women in “Women’s Bell” based on an analysis of the magazine’s articles.
Women were presented by the writing members as acting on their own and escaping the Confucian norm of “Three
Obedience”. which had existed since the previous era. However, they were expected to be mothers and wives who would
contribute to the nation. Nevertheless, there were arguments in some submitted articles, which refuted the writing mem-
bers’ portrayal and attempted to escape the female norm of “Women’s Bell”.
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