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Talking Animals in Near-futuristic Literature:
Comparing Japanese, Russian, and Australian Contemporary Fiction
(Three Novels and a Play)

Maria PROKHOROVA

In recent years, academic interest in animals has increased in various fields, and new trends
regarding animal representation can be noticed in world literature. This paper focuses on the 2010s’
surge in near-futuristic texts, in which all (or nearly all) animals begin to speak human language
after a hypothetical disaster. With a comparative study of the major examples of such works, namely
Yoko Tawada’s play The Animal Babel (Japan), Ko Machida’s novella The Harmony Conference
(Japan), Linor Goralik’s novel Everything That Can Breathe a Breath (Russia) and Laura Jean
McKay’s novel The Animals in That Country (Australia), the author attempts to define the place of
this group of texts in world literature.

During the analysis, many differences were identified regarding the approach to the animals’ way
of speaking and the problems addressed, but it was also clear that all of the texts questioned the
rightfulness of humankind’s current behaviour. Drawing on these examples, the author notes a
growing interest in the point of view of the Other belonging to different species in near-futuristic
literature, and suggests that it may be driven by an active reconsideration of the role of human in

contemporary world.

Keywords: animal representation, contemporary literature, catastrophe, otherness
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