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Tracing the history of the song ‘I asked an ash tree...’ by Vladimir Kirshon
from the film ‘Irony of Fate, or Enjoy Your Bath!’

Rie IWASAKI

Drawing on the previous article, we will trace the history of the song «5I cipocun y sicensi...» (‘I asked
an ash tree...”) from the film ‘The Irony of Fate, or Enjoy Your Bath!’ directed by Eldar Ryazanov. It can
be regarded as the theme song of the film, as it is played twice: first in the scene where the heroine Nadja
takes a walk around the city of Leningrad, and again in the ending after her reunion with Zhenya in Moscow.

The song was originally written in 1935 by the Soviet playwright Vladimir Kirshon for his last play
«bompmmoit ners» (‘The Big Day’). During its first performance, the song was accompanied by music
written by Tikhon Khrennikov. After the author had been silenced in the Great Purge and most of his once
popular plays forgotten, the song was resurrected in the film with Taliverdiev’s music.

The article will discuss Kirshon’s career and writing style, as well as the play in which this song appears.
It will also provide a detailed analysis of the lyrics and highlight the differences between the original version

and the one used in the film.

Keywords: Russian literature, Soviet Theatre, Vladimir Kirshon, Great Purge
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