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The invasion of the Japanese Army in Southern Laos

—Focus on Pakse after the Japanese coup de force in Indochina—
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In this paper, I will examine the invasion of the Japanese army in Southern Laos and focus on
Pakse after “Meigo sakusen(operation)” with reference to available Japanese documents. These
documents show that the Japanese army disarmed the French-Indochina army in Pakse and chased
the French soldiers out of the city. Thereafter, they constructed a base in the Bolaven plateau and
headquarters in Pakse; then they repaired the Pakse airport. Several residents were engaged in
these construction efforts; however, the war ended without using these military installations. Thus,

the efforts of the locals were wasted on unproductive war tasks.
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