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The invasion of the Japanese Army in Savannakhet, Laos
—Focus on the Japanese coup de force in Savannakhet and the ensuing

months —
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Abstract

This paper examines the Japanese coup de force in Savannakhet, a city in southern Laos, on March
9, 1945 and the ensuing months with reference to available Japanese documents. These documents
show that the Japanese army disarmed the French Indochina army in Savannakhet and chased the
French soldiers out of the city. The Japanese army ruled Savannakhet the same as before. They
had no intention of changing the administration and the personnel. However, some Lao and
Vietnamese organizations prepared for the independence movement during this period of

Japanese occupation in World War 1.
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