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Analyzing Ramakerti in Cambodian Khmer-Language Textbooks
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This paper discusses Ramakerti, a literary work that is currently used in the Cambodian
secondary education curriculum, and analyzes what students are meant to learn through this
work. Ramakerti is the Cambodian version of Ramayana, depicted in sculptures of the ruins of
Angkor, wall paintings of the royal temples, the performing arts, and so forth. It is one of the
literary works the Cambodians are most proud of. Specifically, I analyzed the questions in the
textbooks, the correct answers in the reference books for teachers, and the self-study video
teaching materials distributed by the Cambodian Ministry of Education. As a result, it became
clear that through Ramakerti, the students are expected to learn about the significance of

traditional events, their identity as Cambodians, and how to analyze classical literature.
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