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Living in another World: Monasticism and Monastics in Contemporary Egypt

Hiroko MIYOKAWA

Summary

Egypt is the cradle of Christian monasticism, and the history of monasticism is usually written
from St Antony the Great, the father of Christian monasticism. However, monasticism in Egypt
after St Antony and his disciples is almost totally forgotten and rarely mentioned in the histories of
western Christianity; yet, Egypt has kept its desert monasteries and convents through the centuries
even after the Islamization of Egypt. This paper investigates the situation of contemporary monastic
life in Egypt, discussing the monastic systems between tradition and reform, novices and the pro-
cess of their acceptance, initiation rituals, and a memory of a monk in St Paul’s Monastery.
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