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The Islamic Call to Prayer, Voice Shaping a Community

Kumiko YAGI

Summary

As R. Murray Schafer discussed, sound shapes and identifies a community. A Muslim
community is no exception. The importance of orality in Islam is undisputable: Quran is to be
memorized and recited, rather than read. Muslims are supposed to pray five times a day, and they
know when to pray, thanks to the Adhan, the call to prayer made from the Minarets of mosques.
The sounds of Quran recitation and Adhan work as a boundary marker of a Muslim community. It is
particularly so when Adhan is made in a place where Muslims are a religious minority. Significantly,
in Adhan, the exact Arabic words of the Islamic declaration of faith are included. Adhan declares
the unity of God and the prophethood of Muhammad, and thus regularly shapes the experience of a
Muslim community. This was ascertained when a part of Adhan was changed, since mosques were

closed and congregational prayers were canceled under Covid19.
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