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Teachers as Multicultural Society Coordinators in Higher Education

Examples from an Exchange with Brazilians Living in Oota City, Gunma Prefecture

e e
MATSUO Shin

In this paper I describe the process of intercultural exchange carried out
between myself as a university lecturer, my students, and Brazilian residents of
Oota City in Gunma prefecture.

This activity was a collaborative one carried out with Sakamoto Hiromi, who
was a classmate of mine during the "Training Multicultural Society Coordinators
Lecture" given by myself and Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. The
participants in the exchange were students taking my classes at university and
the children, parents and educational colleagues of the "Portuguese Club" run by
Sakamoto Hiromi. The "Portuguese Club" is a weekly Saturday classroom group
for sustaining the native language of Nikkei Brazilian children. The reason I
originally considered carrying out this kind of exchange between my own students
and the club was to give my students a solid sense of the educational issues
involved with children with roots abroad and those concerning the maintenance of
native language and communication in the family, and also because I think it is
necessary to actually go into the field in order to think about how to cultivate a
fair society and not just rely on university learnt knowledge.

Our exchange was carried out twice: the first time was as a "visit to the
Portuguese Club" on 31% October 2009 and the second as a "homestay with a
Brazilian family" from 19-20™ December 2009. 5 students took part in the first

exchange and 16 in the second.
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As a result of these two exchanges my students have begun to change and
become more proactively involved in these kinds of activities. For example, after
the second exchange, the students organized a review meeting by themselves and
organized and carried out a presentation workshop of their experience at the
university. Furthermore, the students who took part in the exchange also
proposed the idea of creating a bilingual Portuguese and Japanese free paper and

are making progress at present in editing and realizing this project.
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