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Housewives and Taisho era:
Narrative and Times of Nagai Kafu’s Futarizuma (Two Wives)

Takemori Banri

Abstract

Nagai Kafu’s short novel Futarizuma (Two Wives, 1921-6~1922-1) is a story about two
housewives in Taisho era. Through its realistic and objective narrative we can feel the atmosphere
of Taisho era. Some words used in the novel are specific to that time. We pick up these words and
compare them with other discourses in that time.

In the first chapter we discuss the problem of the style. Kafu’s style has changed more realistic,
objective and nihilistic in his later career. Tanizaki Junichiro said that Kafu’s style became dried
up or curt. I agree with him and based upon his idea we describe the character of the Futarizuma’s
style.

In the second chapter we handle about the problems of women. By reading Futarizuma we
notice several problems about housewives in Taisho era. However we pay attention rather to the
narrative, not to the problems themselves.

In the third chapter we study the other problems in Taisho era which we can read in the novel.
For instance, rush hour of the train, elevator in the department store and so on. We check the use of
the words which describe such issues. That is, to check the relation between the style and the issues.

We conclude that the narrator of the novel fixes his eyes on the times (society) but not heavily

interested in them and he narrates simply and plainly, not sticking to any problems of the times.
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