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Modernity in Natsuko Imamura's This is Amiko:
On the Image of the Heroine and the Structure of Exclusion

Idzieva Diana

Abstract
This paper examines the structure of exclusion in the context of modernity in This is Amiko (2010), the
first novel by the highly evaluated contemporary Japanese writer Natsuko Imamura, who received the
Akutagawa Prize in 2019. The novel is set in the author's hometown in Hiroshima prefecture and portrays
the heroine Amiko's childhood, which is full of systematic violence and miscommunication. Amiko is the
representative of Imamura's protagonists, whose characteristics the main characters of her later works, such
as the Akutagawa Prize-winning novel The Woman in the Purple Skirt, share. Imamura's main characters are
marginalized in their environments and, despite their efforts, constantly find themselves caught up in a cycle
of violence against them. The relationship breakdown caused by misunderstanding and miscommunication
is depicted in This is Amiko and is also a prominent theme in The Woman in the Purple Skirt. The same
exclusion structure causes the relationship breakdown between the narrator and Mayuko Hino in The
Woman in the Purple Skirt and the crisis between Amiko and her mother in This is Amiko. Both novels
depict the developments in the relationship between two women who fail to understand each other due to
miscommunication. However, not only the miscommunication between women is the focus of attention in

Imamura's works. It is also the miscommunication between people in general.
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[HROEE] VS0 HOFMTH L0, HATIIE ICEERAANL T2 2 FHT
20 ZOTEY—FRE. br ) EHATHRICHOEZ WS 2 HHOBERICEH»INALTEY . /Mo
IS BT B0 BUICH T RZBZBRUCE D1 /D, HATZEEPLWE LD, HATOT
BROEDS [FR] LI TFEHEIGHE THS. I THATIER. HOOFBMEHIHE LT
WEhbhoThRy LiC, IBHATOFTTHO: [FE] OXFIE—YRLERL TR,
HATEFRIORERIZL AICERT, BOMFRIICLEDLLLBVHE—DHDIC, HATRINZ SN
VIR Z RO TV S, AR, REOMEBITRIBRI N NEFELETH 2 1EL 2DHAT O
DAYICRVHEZILIC, HATRAMNOT VS, 7205, 25D ERE—HLTIEL A%%
WHDLL TS TV S, HIFICANR N ETHRIAT 20X AT TE AL EEh
TL BB TRSLBRAYIBHBRICTHEIEL o7 bDE LTHRDLAT V%, #HHEDOEHDZEIT
Has Dz L., BE2 0L LTIHEET 2 Lo, BOIIEEE? S SHTF» 56 TR0 /5. Bl
RIEZTHILKALNZBRTH L. FREIVLHOMEL —HL TV 5, SHEFVHHICKE
DFEDEF. ZH VoM ARELR M (B, 12 5. HEDOBEVRE) 2%-5b0LAanT
LT, ZNPET2epTENELEELTORBRADHEIS TREWVES D o EBICE. B
fETCERVHDEBATV IS T2, ZABHRTE2IETHDZLLIEVIET TR AV
5500 FHCE S THATRIMRTE R0, BETHOFEERELL 2. A TLHUEMRDOTT
HLELTOLEMROZLERLNARVERFLAATHZD S LALA L,

HHFVHFREI N TV Z DI, LT TE AV, FRTHHEMKICITFOTHT, WLHHIDE
FAEL LT TV %, Jeicfiiin/e EDE] (285 T 2 5HIES HATLERBRICH LD
L RS TL [2HHHAT] TRBWICHI2?NZ B YL LTOEAYOHRD 71+
203, [WEDE] T O BURINIC R 57750728 5528 b T&5125 9, FEBE WEDiE] TR,
RO Tt 29 [HA 5] ERIHUINTV S, HATHGHIELFHRICKEE 2T A A4 FORd
ErLHINILTEL%. [2H56hAT] TRIEBICE STV 2 0056 Bl W HEH I N T
Who BlZIE, RETHIEBHATICHND I Z2ENRW0E D ICERMTH. HiRbdA T
DILEENTLE )., BICHZBDHFETHLI2DVEDILERHEZTVLEDREN, ZHUIDHHD
CEREOINSEL2YHENGEEZ D LD 575, TOERICEBOTRHATLDY FORFEMEHIE
WICHEZOT, LOFLIMUTTHL TV &0,

HHC bzl v, ALERIE L VD ZODOHREIRIC D F {HIRO BV H BT DL ZHL T2
. EHRNEE A2 S TS, HATEIRTZITHL2DLFHELL, 7T AD—HTH
DERDEZFAAL DEREICIS>THREN TS, 20l LT, HHfEEBEOHE FOMENA
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BRBICIRD IS TOEH, HATOLDEFRZILCEVEVIBRPETSNE, FRTH
AP L B SR BN, REETHE. Z2ICBHATICELL LTS D LD
FHEPOT, WBHZZDT, HATASGHHAREICHS LV RBEEICWIH L, ZOERDZ A
Vw2 ZADBHE LTHRBEINRIEA TR LR, 59 FTHRIMATIR AV, AEHEL%
SO VEPREETIKE S L L. AVATHATHHIZNE LKL HATOHIBICAY
el ntcd, BIRMTH 2 REEDOREOHTTHAIEEN, HEZDF FHEICHAS I T 505,
PRIEE DB IS S, HATHHEHPICTE2E0IRETHICASTL £ 9. JebEn R
EHREFTOZMCOVEROATOSEHCHLE, HATOFEMEDY DTS, ZOHFHMAL
. HATEDYVERFZGDLELIENRODT, TAHVDYEDORBOLIETH S, AIEMIC
BOTRLBENNENITHZOVEEZ. HATHMHERIFEZNT B 05 L LTINS, HAT
FRNZEELZ DL LTHAZT AV EIE, OV HEZEDZZH0 2 —YHER 0, ZOBRT
F. LV FHRSNIIET, HATHHEMICNDRATES T, HOoMHOMAD 223 LT
VBT EWRINT S, —MINAEZT T, BAZBEE AT IENYLVET. BHAIA
BRNZWEE ST ANZREG L), HET2EPYRRBELINT VLM, DA TRZFOHMIC
MEALREFZTHS. DVEVBHATZEDDFIARE LT, HATOEV=ARET TENHT
X0, hATRZNZAN LDV EZESODELTHRATEY, ODVHEPEATICHELI L
BATVS. EEDVZEOINEZHDL XIICRLTYH, MATENZERLICVEELEZRL TV,
D%V, HhATRBENNEMEETHE2OVHDO I LA THRBLEET 2 EX S 2RATV S,
Ak, REOMRTRPFRS . BN I NI EN N EHATRZIFANRTEY, 22 THZD
OOMRBHITEEST B LEE 25,

DYHLEDHAHTOMRMEEZEZ BB, {EDOA A=Y PHELRBYNEF -7 & LTHDIT
WBRILEREMLEZTNAE RS20 ES 9. T FMEHATHTENEZRHAIITO— 205
RE B0, BHTHWERMENPE TV Y Y IICGN DR, TARERDTYYIICLEI L
oo VWY IRHIZHATHLLTOBEDAKF 2, DF DY EANDIERRIOHER LT
VWUEBEHIOHTHERICR>TVS, ZLTTANY—VREEOBHICRY . BT AR EY
T4, TITTAREYYIOBEKRGHICEH Lz,
AMEMTHIDPNTOETANRBEOTHE LBREAT S (S, 11EH), TR
(2D (W] T 25 L T2 S5bh EaoT AL [HE] (B *2& LTV, T4
NBbATEETHE L THibR, LB oRy, MEATFEETHE I EE2MMALTV S, b
ATIWZEDREREDEE LR ADIZDICHATHE LIS Z, MABOOH LMK ELL
T3, ZADBHEIE., TARCIEZBMSEZERGTOLEIN TS, HOTARICHEH-T
IS ORISR LD L EHREDVEVLHZ Y [THLEHAT] THEWDA A =T
oTEDR. HBATOUL BORKIEFTH L. MBTL B HIZENR->TEY . FoOH
IR COBIICHRES N TV S, BB X200, bAT Ly HEL S LFERC (FhUC
B LODETL VL MNG) HEOHICKS/F L MEDLL LTlibhs 1T AN E
BOoTH5Db Lk,

17 @fEER. BilfEz (2010) [{E&SEnth - i - BI{ERER TOMT 2 {EDBTA 0 h 5 4] BEHE . 178 H.
18 [AI L DfEFEE] https:/hananokotoba.com/sumire/
19 HEIEER (2016) [fEC & B L 282] JUREH . 105 H,
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YWD (A [HE] 258 L T3S TEY . FERICESTIAVY Y R [HIA]
BHRLTWLE Y EKEHA TRV Y ORI bILE ) T ARE VY Y Do) i
CHIWIT B0 DDA TICIEXYY IRYIZIODH L KRV Y DD T AR &
CT 2, YYIERTHE, APV LTOUWEBOMFETHE2O0FEDOI L Z BV LTV L R
5. HATROLEERFEPAZENTLE S5 TH, HOOUEOHMT2WIEICHZ T3
ZEDBH»RINDE, SHIC, HAFIHUTMNILATHLENDH LD LRRIC, ODYVFEEZEKELTL
ZiEbflinhsd. 2hEF R0y (GRE) Thd. bATOREBOTEOEIH T, HLEDV
EHPBOILBHTFOERZHET . BRI SN TORERONTO Y EDFH I ENL D ZHE
JHICH D, Z2THDHT, DA TIFHBOYVHOZHIZA S LW LML S, iRz R -
T3 ke, HEdHboTuaunilild, oA WE hHid T, WA E2FET 2 HICH®
THOHHIZND. HATIE. BOLICHEDPNLIAFERIZALZASENT LD, OVEDI LT
BF-oLTERED—ERARERORLETH S, BB —HRNR] TP 2 T [
SR THRL] Z L0 BRI D 5. EOOBRFEEOHHRS ZFATEY DL L
RIEREL I L, KEHTES. INHFOVHEELTIETDH S, HIEFNLTHR KL FHTH Y
BN6, BOEL VO #HEFSTEY., MELHATEEDT D, WK THit] &) Bk
HETENSTEY., DY [KN] Thd. HATEDY TN Z2 ZOTIERN O
fE& LTHiD AL, B35 L. Flo, BEXHUEGBLEEDOMBENEA A—U [H 3 &D
AH—bFD%] THiDNTVEH, THELHTH ADLMENZO AL, AWEDLE I EBHH->TY
LG &3, [TH6HAHT] LVVoZ5HM “HELOMENH > TWVWEESZ
%

[CHELHAT] ORETE EL2AVWHOVIEEZRLYY . DA TV ZOREHLTHL L
BPWLICH A B fi. HATERIAZ RICEEHLRAILHAEZE L. ZRERICK > Thio7:
SELRADVRCRLNIZDT, HATRGESIELRADOREREI B THLE T LE ML
£oL93, CITHVPNZEILELBZLSERIEIES D, COHMMIE. OV EZRTHALZML
NEI&ELRARHATENLLDELTHL L ZHMTL2EoNTF2HA TV, ASICIER
WA ZHTVEHDICEEDTLNE S EbLrAR. N EDHDOHATEELE>T VS, M
KOVHERHMLTOEHATR.EELPACREREL Y TANDET>TVE LHRL TV 5,

fIMAZ2 L. HATFEDYELEBEIMEDA A=V I THNEERILICHAZ ST, [HOE] %
TEZ eI flibh T2 RILE G LICHIOMES /DN TV S0 HATFLVHSTARILE, OOH
DHROMCHZBHI ALV NOHEICH L TH-72bDTH b, ZORLOIEIZEE [/NF bv
F1 EEFEPRTOZZEDVHLIN TS (FR, 51 EH) A5, BIKEOC L ICHATFLZDOARILE
WA TR, AED—A BT RY (SR, 24 H). COBHRELLVHATLEDYHD
BOFBMELTHELA TV 200 LAk, 352, TEHAEYYIEREMLRI=DL ED
ThHiEVIZEBFMLTEBE V. ZOIEDE [IH5HAT] OBIREO MR RIFCHE
T3 EHEMTE S,

20 TR (2015) TELWIESEE - B B LWREEELE) ity At 52 Ho

21 k. 28 Ho

22 BHE (2021) [R5 (BHEAE) 3 EAZRMY ? (LSRR FHiiZ % TR | htips:/kurashi-no.
ip/10027521
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BEBCHATHVHRENTORHINAEZZICKELT. VA VF5—Lo [BRAOL%hz 0] *
THiLBNTVBYRIVAD [AA4 T4 T2AE] B 24 B LR NOMEE 2SRV, b
G Tk Bl BHICEEDRL VDL BERLETEL SRV, S50, R
LB BN I L, MROBATETLE . ZOMEE% LD, a0 FERH%
RO DICEBOBAIMEL RO TH S, Bl [F 474 TAE] TR, Kooxhit 474
TAHBES7TEWFER L, ZOMBL LTHEIAERELZY, HhbBEWiShd, 214747
2 %BINT 5 TEROVPHDMY RS, RANOHEBEDEMZ 2. HATHAA T4 S ALk

RSB Sh, HEORICH >BLTZILIChb. HPROKODITLRHATTHS LB
WU L. HATOEEZHEEL, WL S 2, HDATOEEPEHENTVBELEIAT.
AT=EB LI BREIRHSNTVIEE S 2%, HA TR B OBETRG 2K ESETOL
2bITE AL, HLETYH, BHZEZ D EEDLOEFE TP ATFEL LTHirh T3, D
F0. HATEAA T4 TAR, ZAEBHLTICRNOMEHFICEEZ AT, AB-E Sh, HHFS
NTVBEF2%. HHREROLYOYFELELTHBMOEZMLUITSh, HErbBVLHESh2
Z & THERDO VM ZHERT 2 ED D HATLHDISE— 2 %40 T MO 5 i
RTBE. LDV RTL ZOMBDELDIES D, HlZE. ZWHLEAD DB 3. Bh%
AL DT=7L LTV T, EALDEZVBRIOMBOWE %5, 1505, HEHREShs ek
(v —ACHNTES LitiT 2. COEROTA T4 7. ZMHLEZAD [IREZ A4 X—1 %25
TWiehH, e, BLEZFELTrLLL—a—DE->T0L ZERL, FOEICHNIRT—HA LI
U ZBL AL LhEIRZOPEEZRLIZECHEKLTVWEEVS, b—u—EEb
BABLTHY ., BEELLE, ToLZ2ICENEZRARBRNCEZ LIRS TE S,
BRWBANERE LB, PRSI NL o/ /c ORI OMEH AL & 1hDE I ENTET, KHK
NEHIBRBNDFE L O BRDPHICH L ->TVBESD M,

Bbbic

REBICH D —EFRBEOMBUCREY 72ve SRMERZHELEOF—T—FD—2IF, x0T
bHoo MFEHHCH I EHERDOT, KR  RHT WK ITKICOVLTEHEL 2L Z 0, EHIC, Z
OFFE L THINODED X &k D780 EHI ZEAFRE T, BARANCEMBEL AVE L0 LLY
B LV, [THELHAT] TR HATFICFERE DI WD T, RIDBET 2 Z TREIUZENMN
DEL VIR E LTHI» ATV S0 720 [HOoh ] OlkER2EC, WidbAaTFEEMT 2 X
I Do TLRENICHZILAER L, D b ThE, BMLEI T2 bhrolk
WEED, Ml L HATIEHBERZL O E LTV DA TR ADBKIE LIcEEBIC [£4E]
WHCZ22E91C80, ZREEINBRTESLKOEL LTHNT 2. REMDICKD XA T
WD [Tz b LVIR] 725728 ISR D e ZRDBMZEL TO 22 @RI A TRV RS
AREMEDSE DX, HATFRIEL TV ET50L, EFhE TR hEZHRL T2 E T 50
Thdo &HIC. DA TWEDWED D 5EDFES LR THD TR Y S Tt O H LD 17 -
Tl ZHMOLE ZOT2EOINZE D £ T8 2 — D BIEREO, 5IC% 5 3T of k%2 B

23 7= vt (HHEHER) (2012) [RILMA 2 0] BB N

24 722U 26 HAF] B TEHMORICE > Thr 5 OHPEOKEHFORMEIC OO TR SA T
Wiz, AT ﬁtﬁ?&htgt’C%ﬁ”@%&biﬁzﬁ)a’w‘:ﬁ)t“5#%1‘:@5@0:%%@‘%:taifﬁﬁu\o
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FTHT, HATRIBELICEEDP LV EHEHL, LVHRIBOIZI E LTS 2 EICXDT &, ]
HAZTLZ S0 HATRKLEVIFIEICHSASZRE LTV 200 Lk, Bl FhTHL
TR IMAYI ZFAEL o7 b DE LTHIBRL T 2 D LRI, AT LEER RS
NTEY. ZRERBLTOLHHICHERH LV ARICES TR LW —ERICHY  [£2%
Tl DIERTHE2EORERETZ > — 2Tl BRICEBETHNIRICEWB =2 A>T/ LR
BWERTV S, ZDODOIEHBEP LBV ENHAT. FR T ok E2HBLTEY.
WHDOBEMIESTLESTBEDOI I CH LORERFEL LW RBIh TS, 52, O
VECE SN HATRBATHD AT 20, T THH=HR I NI Z A E WD HIRHILY
VoTW05 FHBTHNIIEFBRICHROIIWEH LS EZZ 2%, HRs el BIKEY
TERVIENHMFAI ATV S,
SAERTEBIFEEIFIENPRS STV EHPBMEET, v v 7 U7 ) X L2 BbEL LD GHE
FWELHNBE. W2 [2H5HAT] TR ALHOEHPEHR T *. HATRTL Bk
HOFBWE IR 2 ERORATEY, ZOFPASICL2EIZ TR0 AL EZFN T,
%o 7272, BICEFDFDIERII R A ES GO EFRZL 0D FHEINAHBIERS5ATEY ., [Z
LE5HAT] BTV AL E oIEME R 2. HERARBUL. [SHETO/NGIZ, 21EEH 2R
STV, Fo7K 0 [B7z6 LN RO Lk, ZLTEDOHIHLIER. S
TETR-OXVLTLB3DTRAEVH ISR ZARTIEDLTOVS ™ LIlRT V3B, fErx KD
T2 £ o, SHEFOEROMEMFICOVTRRDTEZETLEELHZ725 9,
HH TR [E5E] OEERZMZLN. TL A okkOBEBBILTETICVLE EELAATY
o 7272, BT EEHEDOIERVBHLNICHSTETH, DA TFRMECIEIZTHID0 LA
B\ ZOEMDT AN — 2% 5 LSRR ORMEKRL TV 5,

FTAHERDASTREEE LIce HDATRILRNSL VLTS, THIFENIDEDLE, 3d
WE IR ATHRNOFENTLZRDOPANETH D, B, [ICHS>TIRVIEY ., T Iz
MWTHRELET, ZVLEI5Re DOTIEIHNIINTUDIFTEZ D b,

(ZkE, 121 H)

ZIhbuAHNEDE. [HOT] BHATOEIAHETRSTLBIARLTHS. [HDOT]
HERDOPDBRRIOWHINTELT, ~BINCEHATEMPOLIELP AL VLI NEEEIRL
TV EHEIIS N TV E0, HKOBEIEL TR HZ/7529. bATRMEEBN, 20
B2 RKEICHEZTHIITHL ARSI TR ERA-S TS, FRTEISHICKRUIVE
L BMDDHZF VWL BATERNTIZTAAL MIERIELTE STV 5, £y REHTHRH
Sl HA T BENCHMORTREEE# /20, [HDOT] B> TL 28R IE->TVE LD
Thdo, 2ITR. HAT T Lo SEHbAVHELSTVLED0E LALk,

PDEDESEDP LD ZEY., [2TH6HAT] BTE2—{ELREZ VRO AR R ICHER

25 ZO&SHEEHDOEHDOEKRI DL OSHERTHi»A TV, Hl2E [Hhors] THkkEBICFES
NTORTL o2 =PNOH VL BEZN/E VDB TS EfMTINTV S, str THtONb Y IZfH
bNIeHVEVZHOFE 2 ALHIZENTVEEIE0 5, DUV THICA>TEETAEDo IV iR
Al EhT 5,

26 fExARE (2019) [[H7=5 LSt O S E ] [N tipper) 8 HHT R, 71 B
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THEY. =AMLV =ZATOFE D BEPIN TV AERIELE TR 5. HATDOLMEDOHPLIRE
L GRERFE OO IHFTH 2025 F L — X —REMNTERVEEY FTH 25 WREMED R
Vo ZOHRDO BT T, BBBNLEZBADDLHINE L HATOLEBITIIEL, HEFES AT
% S JIC B 2 MBSz REL TVW2DTH %,
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