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Escaping from Communal Illusion: Generative Change of Subjectivity in
The Levy Hideo’s Early Trilogy

ZHANG XIYI

Abstract

Levy Hideo is undoubtedly a unique figure in the history of Japanese literature. Although he was born in
America, he has become one of the leading writers of the Japanese language. His works make us reconsider
the very category of Japanese literature.

In his first novel, 4 Room Where The Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard, the main character, Ben,
runs away from his father and travels through different places to get to Shinjuku. In this novel, Ben's home,
located in the consulate in Yokohama, where his father, an American diplomat and a Jewish man who loves
Chinese culture, and a Shanghai woman live together, is a place where many diverse cultures intersect and
converge. Suppose the American consulate is the superficial character of Ben's Yokohama home. In that case,
this complex reality, which cannot be defined in a single sense, can be said to be the depths relative to the
superficial level. This divergence between the surface and the depths underlies the trilogy that began with 4
Room Where The Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard.

As analyzed in this essay, Ben's descent into the depths is a process in which he experiences multiple illu-
sions of identity regarding racial issues, the Vietnam War, gender, and other issues before finally acquiring
a new subjectivity that is neither American nor Japanese. This third subjectivity is an attitude of displacing
the focus of dominant discourse and living the individual's experience rather than relying on a given concept.

This essay aims to examine Ben's journey in detail to elucidate the inner reality of this subjectivity and
the symbolic significance of the multiple spaces in the text and to explore the relationship between Levy

Hideo 's creation and Japanese literature.
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Il LI BREOFERRTN TS, NEIHOFEREE, —BITEoBIC [ZhEV2 5]
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N—UVTIERPECRIN: (A7) G HEZBEL [Z] LI TATT 474 —%FIC
ANTWVS, ZLT, NUP—HEGHLTWLE20E., 2SI [HAA] VI TATUT 4T 4
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EDTENE S, B AS] 118H) EELZBVAILENT VS, SEARKTZHIIC, TTIC
HAFEDDOD LR OHAIZEHTFICRVIAZNE 2D, RUDFEEFIWVDOF THHFIC A,
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BEszn] (139 ) LELLITICEZS. XE [2TH5] O0—HOL DI VIO FH /2
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