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A Study of “Onomatopoeia + suru” as Noun Modifier in Japanese

Huang Hui
(Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Ph.D student)

Keywords: onomatopoeia, “‘suru’” verbication, noun modification, corpus, Japanese education

In this study, | focused on the “onomatopoeia + suru” form, which modified the noun. | classified
“onomatopoeia + suru” forms and modified nouns, then | analyzed what kind of nouns are modified by the
“onomatopoeia + suru’” form, and examined about the correlation between the former and the latter.

It is revealed that the “‘onomatopoeia + suru” form used as noun modifier usually appeared as “-shita”
form. Most of the forms can be interpreted to express “attribute”, while those which can be interpreted to express
“event” are few.

With respect to the modified nouns, the most of them express “human activities — spirits and action”.
Including also “nouns of body parts” which belong to the “nucleus of human activities” and the “natural objects”, it
can be said that most of the modified nouns are relevant to humans. In other words, the “onomatopoeia + suru”
forms as noun modifier are mostly used for describing about human beings.

As to the data used in this study, there were comparatively few noun modifiers which formed the
“inside-relation”, namely, the other usages were the majority. There is another feature of the “onomatopoeia + suru”
form. Even if it determined the attribute as *“-shiteiru / -shita’” form, some are used also as predicate, but others used

only as noun modifier.
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