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The Lexical and Grammatical Unity of the Japanese Causative Verb
V-(sa)seru

HAYATSU Emiko

The causative verb V-(s)aseru (e.g. hakob-aseru, tabe-saseru), formed from a verb (hakobu ‘to
carry’, taberu ‘to eat’) and the particle -(s)aseru ‘to cause’, is basically one morphological form of
the verb produced by the speaker as required and is not included in the Japanese lexicon. However,
there are examples like (paipu wo) kuyur-aseru ‘to have a puff calmly on one’s pipe’, in which the
verb kuyuru does not exist independently in contemporary Japanese, or like (yogisha wo) oyog-aseru
‘to leave a suspect at large in order to maintain surveillance on his movement’, in which the verb
oyogu ‘to swim’ exists but its combination with the particle possesses a particular lexical meaning and
grammatical characteristics that cannot be predicted from the verb’s lexical meaning and the particle’s
grammatical meaning. It is thought that these examples of V-(s)aseru are listed in the Japanese lexicon
as independent words, possessing lexical and grammatical unity.

This paper elucidates the above characteristics of V-(s)aseru through consideration of specific
examples. It observes the two aspects of V-(s)aseru in relation to sentences, namely its existence in the

lexicon as material for a sentence and its grammatical function within a sentence.



