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What is “Meirei-Noda”:

A diachronic study on the Imperative Noda

YUKIMATSU Hanae

KEYWORDS: NODA sentence, diachronic study on Noda, Meirei-Noda

Noda sentence is usually categorized as a type of Declarative Sentence. However, it can
be similar to Imperative Sentence in meaning when it satisfies certain syntactic and pragmatical
conditions, such as when the agent is the addressee, the sentence has volitional verb, and the speaker
wants the action to be done by the addressee.

This paper studies this kind of NODA sentences by analyzing examples from the late Edo
period, in order to explain the ambiguity of the range of usage of the modern NODA sentences. By
the diachronic research, these Noda will be divided into two patterns. One is Toui (Sollen)- Noda:
which means “you should do” as a part of a Declarative Sentence and have been used from the late
Edo period. The other is Meirei (Command)— Noda: which means “Do (something)” as an Imperative
Sentence and seems to be used since the Meiji period.

Both Noda seem a kind of auxiliary verb in a grammaticalized form. However, these Noda
sentences keep the nature of the noun-predicate sentence. On the basis of the essential construction of
“X-wa Y(-no)-da,” both Toui-Noda and Meirei-Noda still need a certain theme(topic) in each sentence.

And the Noda sentences are to be expressed as a solution for the theme.
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