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The Report of the First Open Research Meeting of the “Jreibun”
(the Bank of Japanese Example Sentences) Grant-in-Aid Project:

Making Public High-Quality Example Sentences Usable for
Japanese Language Study Tools as Open Data

SUZUKI Tomomi, SHIMIZU Yukiko, NAKAMURA Akira, KATO Eri

KEYWORDS: Jreibun (the Bank of Japanese Example Sentences), the database of example sentences,
study tools, dictionary apps, Open Data

In this article, we describe an outline of “Construction and applied research of the database of
high-quality Japanese example sentences available for the development of dictionary websites and
applications” (JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number 21H00535, Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B),
2021-2024, Principal Investigator SUZUKI Tomomi) and report on the first online research meeting
open to interested people held in July, 2021.

The purpose of this research project is to construct a database of high-quality Japanese example
sentences with their English translations that can help to improve the quality of the contents of study
tools such as dictionary applications and Websites developed for Japanese language learners in and
outside of Japan. A Creative Commons license will be assigned to the database of example sentences,
which will be made public as Open Data available to developers of tools such as apps and Websites in
and outside of Japan.

The first open meeting of this research project took place online on July 18, 2021, with about
90 participants in and outside of Japan. In Part I, we explained what had led to the conception of our
research and showed problems found in current Japanese language study tools. In Part II, we described
the aim of this research and explained the method of creating concrete example sentences, and sought
to share our ideas with the participants.

Our commentator and participants expressed their expectations in regard to collaboration
between Japanese language education and information technology, making the result of the research
available to users in the form of Open Data, and basic concepts of the database that will enable it to

develop further, among other things.
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