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The Usage of Declarative Adverbs by Leaners of Japanese
as seen in the I-JAS Learner Corpus

KO Na

KEYWORDS: declarative adverbs, usage tendencies, differences according to native language,

differences according to task, differences according to proficiency level

In this research, the author utilizes the I-JAS Japanese learner corpus to examine, from a macro-
level, tendencies in the usage of declarative adverbs by learners of Japanese. This examination
focuses on differences in usage between learners and native speakers, differences among learners
depending on their native language, differences in usage depending on the given task, and differences
depending on the proficiency of the speaker. The following observations were made: 1. Learners of
Japanese used declarative adverbs less often, and with less variety, than native speakers. Additionally,
Japanese learners overused the adverb tabun, while also underutilizing yahari. 2. Speakers of
Hungarian, German, Chinese, or English used a relatively large number of adverbs, however speakers
of Vietnamese, Indonesian, Thai, Turkish, or Korean used a greater variety of adverbs. 3. Learners’
use of adverbs differed depending on the task they were engaged in; learners displayed a tendency to
overuse tabun while engaged in utterance tasks. 4. There was a tendency for learners to use a greater

number of declarative adverbs as their proficiency level rose and they approached native speakers.
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