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Kamoshirenai and Nokamoshirenai

YUKIMATSU Hanae

KEYWORDS: Kamoshirenai, Nokamoshirenai, explanation Noda, inference, Epistemic modality

Kamoshirenai is attached to a proposition, to convey the possibility of a certain case situation.
On the other hand, nokamoshirenai is primarily used to attempt to provide an explanation regarding a
given case or situation as to why it happened or what it means.

This difference between kamoshirenai and nokamoshirenai seems to be caused by a particle
no, a nominalizer which converts an entire sentence into a noun phrase, turning sentence into a topic-
comment-structured sentence.

However, some kamoshirenai sentences can be seen in contexts which contains a given situation
to be explained. At the same time, nokamoshirenai can be also used in the sentence, which does not
contain a given situation to be explained. As a result, kamoshirenai and nokamoshirenai sometimes
takes the place of the other.

However, clarification is offered regarding some conditions, in which we cannot use
kamoshirenai cannot be used and these are instances when the theme or topic exists in the sentence,
when the focus of inference is contained in the sentence, and when tense and aspect is used in a special

manner.





