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The Design of Japanese Language Teaching Practicum Courses
and Future Perspectives
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This paper reports on the changes made to Japanese Language Teaching Practice for domestic
purposes in the graduate school Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS) over the past three years
since AY 2020.

These changes were made to ensure that students are exposed to the six key components
of Japanese language teaching outlined in the revised version of the "Report on the Training and
Development of Human Resources for Japanese Language Education" issued by the Japanese
Language Subcommittee of the Council for Cultural Affairs. Unique features of training at TUFS
include making students think about their beliefs regarding language teaching and encouraging them
to attempt to conduct action research. Another unique feature is the provision of an intensive program
in which students learn about curriculum design and have the opportunity to think about curriculum
and class flow while utilizing a backward design approach. It should also be noted that, faced with
the spread of Covid-19 beginning in early 2020, the decision was made to utilize infection-control
measures while continuing to conduct face-to-face sessions, rather than switch to conducting online
sessions. A key issue which remains to be addressed is the question of how to ensure that this training

course directly links to students’ careers as Japanese language teachers.





