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Mishima Yukio’s “Star” and the Disappearance of Aura:
A Fiction in the Age of Mass Media
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the Disappearance of Aura

In the 1960s, when mass communication was spreading rapidly, the Japanese writer Mishima
Yukio showed great interest in various fields of mass media. His work “Star” (Suta, 1960) was written
in this context, and describes the existential angst and loss of his sense of reality suffered by the
narrator, Mizuno Yutaka, a popular movie star.

This paper argues that “Star” depicts how human sense perception changed due to the
development of mass media. As a famous movie star, Mizuno absorbs and represents the desires of
the masses, while possessing no distinct identity of his own and acting as merely a screen upon which
the ideas and desires of others are reflected in various media. Mizuno’s narration and description of
his own sensory perceptions make it clear that his sense of reality has been warped by mass media.
Moreover, the experience of disintermediation, in which space and time are not shown as a continuous
flow but rather dismembered episodes edited together, leads Mizuno to feel that space-time itself is
fictional, and thus to lose the Aura that guarantees his presence in time and space.

In addition, this paper discusses Mishima’s vies of the star’s body as an abstract phenomenon in
the age of mass media, Aura and death, and the relationship between stars and the masses, which are

considered important motifs when analyzing Mishima’s late works.
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