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The Plays of Valle Inclan
Minako Nonoyama

Being a great adventurer by nature, Valle Inclan wanted to exploit the new field in the
theatrical world. His efforts could be seen in the fact that he called his plays barbarous comedies
episodes of intimate life, sentimental and grotesque farce and nonsense. The barbarous comedies
which consist of three parts “Silver face” “The crest of eagle” and “The ballads of wolves”
describe a Spanish landowner who after challenging God with all sorts of blasphemies repents
in the end, purified by the love of his saint-like wife. “The picture scroll of death, avarice and
desire” containing five tragedies mock the stupid human beings who are involved in the struggles
of the hell for their greediness and are led to death. “Esperpento” which means nonsense is
the word invented by Goya and retaken by Valle Inclan. It signified the deformation of things
through the eyes of a social critic. He violently attacks the ugly and unjust aspects of the
society in the beginning of this century by this form of dramas.

The characters of his plays are not individuals but symbols like those of the Greek tragedies
and eternize the human passions. The Greek 'tragedy and the Bull Fight which were his aesthetic

ideals gave a new direction to his plays. Such direction was succeeded by Garcia Lorca.



