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The cultural policy under Doi Moi evolved in three turning points. The first turning
point came with the Politburo resolution No. 5 in 1987, which embodied the Renovation
open policies in culture. It was the collapse of the Socialist system of the USSR and East
Europe that swung the policy back to the former one. Although the freedom of creation was
expanded compared to the situation before Doi Moi, the guidance and control of culture by
the Party and the state became more strict to maintain the Socialist system and on alert
for the possible overthrow of the system by peaceful means. The second turning point was
marked by the resolution adopted at the 4th Plenum of the 7th term in 1993. Here, the
defense of “national culture” became the focal issue to compensate for the negative sides
arisen by the advancement of the market economy, to maintain national and state identity
in the process of globalization. After this Plenum, moves to preserve national cultural
heritages became active. The third turning point was seen in the 5th Plenum resolution
in the 8th term, 1998. A comprehensive “cultural strategy” toward modernization and
industrialization was formulated, and an attempt was made to propagate a new sense
of “patriotism” departing from the cultural policies taken during the stage of national

democratic revolution since the 1943 “Cultural Principles”.



