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A Passive Adventure
— “Hitsuji O Meguru Boken(Wild Sheep Chase)” and shadows of Soseki —

SHIBATA Shoji

Murakami Haruki’s “Hitsuji O Meguru Boken(Wild Sheep Chase)” s, at first sight, a work
that was written on the pattern of treasure hunting story, in which the protagonist goes to Hokkaido
with his girlfriend to find a sheep with special power. But in reality, this work was written as a parody
that deconstructs this type of story. That is, the chase of the protagonist ‘T’ is done not by his strong
passion for something but by the demand of the secretary of a right wing somebody. In addition to
that, in the process of his trip of chase, ‘I’ reaches to feel to be controlled by the program which the
secretary has made. In this dual passivity, ‘T feels that his identity is secretly and strongly violated
by others. It is nothing but the fate of man who lives in the information society after 1970’s.

‘I’ , after the chase of the special sheep in Hokkaido, reaches the villaof ‘Rat’, his old friend,
and meets his ghost. At the last stage of development, ‘Rat’ is suggested to be the subject who
planned his chase of the special sheep. By this supposition, we can find a hidden story in which ‘Rat’,
son of a rich family, using his resources, made a bet whether ‘I" could save him who was going to kill
himself, and ‘I’ failed in saving him at last.

What this plot reminds us is Natsume Soseki’s “Kokoro(The Heart)”. We can also read this work

as a story in which ‘Sensei(Professor)’ who is conscious of his own death makes a bet whether

‘I’ can save his life by sending him a message and ‘Sensei’ was made to kill himself because ‘I
didn't respond to it.

In addition to the relation to “Kokoro”, “Wild Sheep Chase” has the context with “Sanshiro”
of the same author. Because the title of Murakami’s work means ‘adventures for a sheep’, and
Soseki's “Sanshiro” described, as it were, a adventure of the protagonist Sanshiro for Mineko who is
described asa  ‘stray sheep’ . Such common denominators are not coincidental, because the main
theme of both two authors , lies in the fate of individuals who live being suppressed directly or

indirectly in the modern civilization.





