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Background knowledge is a blanket expression covering a number of “cognitive
complements” that help us understand speech. These include knowledge of the world, of
time and place, of the circumstances out of which a speech arises, memory of things said
previously, knowing who the speaker is and who the listeners are [Lederer 1990:53]
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Sample 2
B Moreover, if large companies are allowed to break taxation, countries will enjoy
- less revenue, resulting in less satisfactory governmental social service.
=t L g If large companies can evade tax, there will be less tax revenue to governments
= VE

which would mean in turn less governmental services for the society.

Sample 7

I understand that Apple’s responsibility is to profit the shareholders who are the
JE 3L owners of the company, but shareholders should be responsible for making sure

that their company contributes to the society and the government.

I understand that Apple has the responsibility to its shareholders to maximize
. shareholder value. However, shareholders should be responsible to keep the
LA

company in check that they make appropriate contributions to the society and pay

tax to the government.
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Interpreting training incorporating English through
the mass media at the undergraduate level

TSURUTA Chikako

This article discusses what should be taught in English through the mass media class at
the undergraduate level in providing interpreter training. Prerequisite interpreting skills are
communication skills namely the understanding of speakers' words and re-expressing them in
another language. What is termed as background knowledge is necessary for understanding

speech, and public speaking skills which are essential in conveying the speaker’s intention.

The author attempted to develop a framework for English through the mass media class.
In order to enhance background knowledge, three assignments were given to students during
class. Students were required to study newspaper or magazine articles distributed one week in
advance and prepare for a vocabulary test. Students were also asked to submit a written report
based on an article of their choice. Another major activity in class is preparing a speech or debate
based on that week’s topic. The students also recorded their performance in during class. They
were recommended to critique their results outside of class to reflect upon where they need to

improve, such as in pronunciation, delivery, or grammar.

The author conducted a survey based on a questionnaire and analyzed the students’ feedback
emails and concluded that students’presentation skills can be further developed by providing
video materials to learn non-verbal communication such as facial expressions and gestures.
It is also important to give students opportunities to critique and discuss their presentation

performance.





