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On the newly discovered manuscript map of the
Zasagt khan aimag drawn in 1891 — a typical map of
Khalkha Mongolia’s aimag made in the Qing dynasty

FUTAKI Hiroshi

The newly discovered manuscript map of the Zasagt khan aimag of Outer Mongolia in the
possession of a private collection was drawn in the seventeenth year of Emperor Guangxu or in
1891. The map was prepared for the compilation of the Daqing Huidiantu or Illustrations for the
Assembled Canon of the Great Qing.

As most archival records of the aimag belonging to the Qing period were lost, the map is
valuable and useful for the reconstruction of the history of the area. The map should be regarded
far more important than previously known map of the same aimag drawn in 1908.

First, the number of place-names recorded in the 1891 map is about three times as the Zasagt
khan aimag’s map of 1908.

Second, traditional Mongolian perception of landscapes is reflected in the 1891 map.

Third, names and whereabouts of Buddhist monasteries are recorded in the map in detail.

Fourth, Cultivated land including fields for sustaining poor Mongolians are shown in the map.



