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Modal Elements and Effects of Expression in the
Use of the “-te inai” Form as a Negative Response to
Questions about the Past Event Using the “-fa” Form.

KUSUMOTO Tetsuya

The present paper addresses the modal elements involved and the illocutionary acts
performed in using the “-fe inai” form as a negative response to questions about the past event
using the “-ta” form, as in the following exchange: “Yuube nomikai ni itta? (Did you go to a
drinking party last night?)” “Iie, itte inai (No, I didn’t go there).”

It is observed that the “-fe inai” form is used as a negative response when the speaker
evaluates the past event asked in the question in light of its necessity and possibility and
expresses his/her feeling implicitly as in “Sonna wake wa nai (It can’t be that---)” and “Sore wa
arienai (There is no way that---).”

The “-te inai” form discussed basically denotes nonoccurrence of the past event as a truth and
focusing on such a negative state reflects the speaker’s attitudes of denying the occurrence of the
past event and avoiding his/her responsibility of its occurrence, which leads to an act of appeal if
maximizing its effect. When the speaker is asked about the past event which s/he does not know,
which means s/he does not share the knowledge about the occurrence of the past event, a sense
of unexpectedness and puzzlement s/he feels is expressed by using the “-te inai” form.

The “-te inai” form discussed here is popularly used in actual Japanese conversations.
A further analysis using a wide range of corpus is expected. I hope that this paper will be an

important contribution to the study of pragmatic functions of Japanese language.



