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Abstract

This paper aims at finding out how to analyze the historical accumulation of “relationships”
behind events that are difficult to apprehend. This article then attempts to discuss the benefits
of relational studies’ approach from its research. To this end, this paper refers to Norbert Elias’s
historical analysis. We will first examine the influence of Eliasian sociology in France “Sociology
of International Relations”, which is not well known in Japan. Then we try to extract a method-
ological perspective out of it and compare those perspectives with Scientific Research on Innova-
tion Areas— “Relational Studies on Global Crisis”—to clarify characteristics of both. Then, we
retrace the genealogy of the method of analyzing “relational facts” introduced by “Sociology of
International Relations” from Elias’s historical analysis and theoretically examine the genealogy.
We will mobilize the example of the “Big Event”, when Louis XIVth moved the siege of power to
Versailles in 1682: it created a pattern of relationships inside the civil society and the international
community. It appears as a mechanism of power relationships. We will critically examine the
methodological perspective that the “figuration of interdependence” embedded in this conjunc-
tural event created a pattern of “relationships”. We finally propose a shift in the perspective
of exploring the “Global Crisis”, from the perspective of how to deal with the State power that
depends on different phases, without acknowledging a self-affirming centralized and efficient

Modern State.
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