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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to understand how advanced Japanese speakers around the
world have continued to study Japanese, and what various factors are behind their progress. The
impact of 2020 COVID-19 was also investigated.

Atotal of about twenty-six and a half hours of interviews were conducted with 25 participants
using a communication system via the Internet. It showed that some speakers started learning
passively, and that parental support played an important role when starting out as a child. Key
incentives for the continuation and improvement of studying were the following: awareness of
one’s learning style, try changing methods, pure inspiration and excitement, curiosity, rivalry,
future preparation, amount of effort and time spent, career consciousness, recurrent education,
academic environment, and flexibility in career decision.

The impact of COVID-19 included reduced communication opportunities, difficulty in
online lessons, and the uncertainty of the future.

The results of this survey should be used in the future to improve teachers’ educational

literacy.
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