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Abstract

In this study, the author analyzed the process through which Chinese learners of Japanese
changed how they engaged in discussion, and how they reflected on what they had learned in
activities designed to improve their discussion skills, in an online class. The results demon-
strated that they gradually changed how they engaged in discussion, beginning with a discussion
style characterized as Discussion in which a teacher and a Japanese volunteer mainly moderated
in the first stage, to Discussion in which a learner moderated and the teacher supported in the
second stage, and then Discussion in which a learner moderated and asked questions to deepen
the discussion, as well as the teacher corrected learners’ Japanese utterances in the third stage.
Notably, it was observed that immediately after learners engaged in activities aiming at rais-
ing their awareness of how to engage in discussion, some groups only advanced to the second
stage while other groups advanced to the third stage of discussion. Furthermore, examination of
the learners’ reflections demonstrated that they had honed their Japanese speaking ability and
discussion attitude, while being aware of the importance of the moderator. In conclusion, the
author proposed ways of teaching students how to engage in discussion, that could be utilized in

overseas Japanese education in the future.
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