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Abstract

“Existence” had become one of the most popular keyword in the western philosophy since
the end of the 19" century. This type of philosophy, among which was Existenzphilosophie that
appeared in the late 1920’s Germany, not only formulates theories about individual human beings
in their concreteness, but also tries to intervene in the actual social lives of those who read it and
receive its contents. Thus, its character is determined between philosophers’ will to impose influ-
ence upon the readers’ lives, and the expectation of society which is eager to have positive influence
from it. Now Franz Rosenzweig lived in the time when a new philosophical trend Existenzphilos-
ophie emerged, and his thought came to be interpreted as such already then. The interpreters
expected his master work The Star of Redemption to be Existenzphilosopie, but because the Star
was, in its systematic structure, an heir of the German idealism which Existenzphilosophie often
criticized harshly, they could not find what they looked for in the work. Analyzing the gap between
the interpreters and the interpreted, this paper discloses that the affinity the interpreters sensed
between Rosenzweig and Existenzphilosophie was rather a social function than the theoretical

contents of philosophy.
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