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Abstract

Tokyo Mosque was the second mosque in Japan built after Kobe Mosque. Being supported
by the Japanese government and right-wing organizations who were seeking collaboration from
Muslims in Asia, a Muslim-Tatar group in exile implemented the house of prayer at the heart of the
imperial capital in 1938. The fall of the Japanese Empire in 1945 resulted in decline of the Muslim
community in Japan as well as devastation of the mosque which was eventually demolished in
1986.

This paper examines the architectural aspect of the building along with its designer, Yoshio
Yoshimoto. Yoshimoto, who was trained as a foreman at a technical school, is a less unknown
architectural engineer in Japan. After learning various styles of Western architecture, he started
his career and supervised several major constructions at Mitsubishi Estate, a leading architectural
firm in Japan. However, when he established his own office in 1924, the eclectic architectural style
Yoshimoto mastered was slowly giving way to modernism architectural style with less ornament.
Tokyo Mosque was one of a few large-scale buildings he could design through the good offices
of his Mitsubishi network which espoused Japan’s expantionism. Tokyo Mosque turned out to be
an ideal work for Yoshimoto’s electic design style. The Muslims in Tokyo had already prepared
a blueprint of mosque on which he could apply cut-and-paste designs from well-known Mamluk
architecture found in publications. Tokyo Mosque marked the end of eclectic Western architecture

in Japan on the eve of acceptance of modernism architecture.
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