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Content-Based Japanese Language Instruction
—— As a Means of Bridging Language Education

and Academic Subject Matter Education

YOKOTA Atsuko

It is not easy for foreign students to pursue their studies at universities
even after studying Japanese up to an advanced level. In order to bridge the
gap between a Japanese language class and academic subject matter classes,
two shifts will have to be made. One is a shift from Japanese for general
purposes to Japanese for specific purposes. The other shift is from language
to content. In order to acquire Japanese as a means of studying content
subjects, content-based Japanese language instruction seems to be effective.
In this paper, three prototype models of content-based instruction, namely,
theme-based language instruction, sheltered content instruction and adjunct
language instruction are introduced and analyzed. The author’s experience of

content-based Japanese instruction is also reported.
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