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A Preliminary Study for Development of the Japanese
Proficiency Test for Pre-College Students (1)

YOKOTA Atsuko, ITO Sukero & NISHIGORI Jiro

There is a growing need that a standard Japanese proficiency test for pre-college
students should be produced. The Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) or Nihongo
Noryoku Shiken, by the Japanese Association of International Education and the Japan
Foundation, is a well- known examination to identify the individual's Japanese
proficiency in the areas of vocabulary, reading/grammar and listening. However, the JLPT
is aimed to evaluate general Japanese language proficiency but not pre- college
students'. This research report describes a preliminary study of the Japanese language
tests given to the international students prior to their entry into Japanese
universities.

The investigation was conducted to provide information that could guide a decision
on the ways of developing contents, formats and administrative factors of a standard
Japanese proficiency test for pre— college students. The approach taken was to analyze
the student scores and each test item of the term-end Japanese tests (grammar, reading,
and listening) developed by the Japanese Language Center for International Students,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. The additional investigation, analyzing the result
of the JLPT taken by the same group, was undertaken to examine if there were satis—
factory correlations with the term—end tests.

It is concluded that further modifications in the contents and the directions of
the term-end tests should be taken in order to increase a test value as a Japanese

language proficiency test. Other possible suggestions are also discussed.
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