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Survey on the Situation of Japanese Language Education
in Australia and New Zealand under the REX Program

YOKOTA Atsuko

The REX (Regional and Educational Exchanges for Mutual Understanding)
Program was launched in 1990 by the Japanese Ministry of Education in cooperation with
the Ministry of Home Affairs and with prefectural governments. This program is designed
to send abroad young Japanese public school teachers and have them teach the Japanese
language and culture at overseas secondary schools. The Japanese Language Center for
International Students, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, has taken charge of the
pre-departure intensive training program for those teachers to be sent under the REX
Program since 1990.

In order to improve the training program and meet the needs of Japanese language
education abroad, the author went to Australia and New Zealand in the fall of 1994 and
studied the situation of Japanese language education under the REX Program, by
observing Japanese language classes and by exchanging views with the people concerned.

The following three points are noted to improve the training program.

(1) To give the trainees enough information concerning Japanese language
education in the countries where they are scheduled to be sent, such as foreign
language education policy, curriculum and methods of examination.

(2) To advise the trainees how to obtain necessary information and network in the
countries they are to be sent.

(3) To have a special session to discuss various teaching methods which meet the

needs in the countries they are to be sent.
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