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A Historical Study on the Concept of “SEIKATSU-BUNKA”
—SEIKATSU-BUNKA Policy of TAISEI-YOKUSAN-KAI—

TANI Kazuaki

Since the middle of the 1970’s public interest in the Japanese culture has been increasing
in Japan. The arrival of the cultural age has been discussed in various ways. Frequently the
consept of “SEIKATSU-BUNKA”, a compound of SEIKATSU (life) and BUNKA (culture),
is used in this discussion. Today many municipal goverments have established a bureau or
a section for SEIKATSU-BUNKA as the promoter of their new cultural policy. Many of
the people. who advocate SEIKATSU-BUNKA, explain it as a new key word of today, that
is, as the concept for new culture in post-industrial society.

However, as early as the beginning of the 1940s, the term SEIKATSU-BUNKA was used
to descreibe a new style of culture.

In two articles which were published at the end of 1940, Kiyoshi Miki, a philosopher who
greatly influenced public opinion at that times, discussed SEIKATSU-BUNKA as a new
idea.

This concept was then adopted by TAISEI-YOKUSAN-KAI, the national association
which was established to reinforce the Japanese militarism-totalitarianism regime, as the
slogan of its cultural policy.

Even though the concept of SEIKATSU-BUNKA, unity of life and culture, is attractive,
we should be wary in adopting it as a slogan of cultural policy today, considering its
connection with the militarism and totalitarianism of the 1940s.
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