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On the Subjects of "~ to omou" and the Verb in the Quotation

YOKOTA Atsuko

The verb_omou is unique in usage. Since omou expresses an internal feeling of the

speaker, the dictionary form of omou can be used only when the subject is the first person,
and in this case the subject is often omitted. When the subject is the third person,
"omotteiru" should be used instead of "omou," while the first person also sometimes uses
"omotteiru."

This makes it rather difficult for Japanese language learners to judge the subjects of
omou and the verb in the quotation. In order to seek the general rules of judging the
subjects, a small experiment was conducted. The questionnaires were given to Japanese
native speakers and the answers were examined. Although the result was limited and
tentative, the following points could be mentioned in order to help Japanese language
learners.

(1) When the subject of omou is the first person, the dictionary form is basically used.
"Omotteiru” is only used when the speaker wants to emphasize a certain period of time of
"thinking."

(2) When the subject of omou is the third person, "omotteiru" is used. "rashii” or "youda"
can be added to this.

(3) When the verb in the quotation is the volitional form, the subject of the verb and the
subject of omou are always the same.

(4) When the verb in the quotation is the dictionary form with "darou," the subject of the

verb and the subject of omou are in many cases different.
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