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Basic Japanese Sentence Patterns for Foreign Children Studying Japanese
for the First Time at Elementary Schools in Japan

YOKOTA Atsuko, KOBAYASHI Yukie & SUZUKI Takae

The last ten years the number of foreign school children studying at Japanese public
schools has dramatically increased. Japanese language education for these children has thus
become an urgent matter but the education system, contents and methods have not yet been
fully discussed. In this paper we have tried to define the basic Japanese sentence patterns
necessary for foreign children studying Japanese at elementary schools in Japan for the
first time.

Seven textbooks currently on the market for foreign children studying Japanese were
investigated. The findings were as follows:

1. Altogether 82 sentence patterns were found.

2. 11 of the 82 sentence patterns were common to all seven textbooks.

3. 34 of the 82 sentence patterns were found in more than four of the textbooks.
4. 34 of the 82 sentence patterns were found in only one textbook.

Based on the results of this investigation, we selected 56 basic sentence patterns that we
considered to be a prerequisite for foreign children attending elementary schools in Japan.
These were then arranged into a list according to their nature. Finally, by comparing these
56 sentence patterns with “the Japanese education curriculum guideline for elementary
school children” published in March 1998, we found that all but two of the sentence patterns

of "curriculum guideline” were included in the list.
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